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General Information

Programme Organiser

Ms Nancy Vermeulen
Tel: +31 43 32 96 212
n.vermeulen@eipa.eu

Fee
EIPA members’ fee: € 990,-
Regular fee: € 1100,-
The fee includes documentation and refreshments. 
Lunches, a reception or dinner are included if men-
tioned in the programme. After the seminar, a certif-
icate of participation will be handed out and partici-
pants will be given access to the digital version of the 
seminar documents. Accommodation and travel costs 
are at the expense of the participants or their adminis-
tration.

Discounts
EIPA offers a 10% discount to all civil servants working 
for one of EIPA’s supporting countries, and civil serv-
ants working for an EU institution, body or agency.

Who are the supporting countries?
Civil servants coming from the following EIPA sup-
porting countries are entitled to get the reduced fee: 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hunga-
ry, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, 
United Kingdom.
For all other participants, the regular fee applies.

Confirmation
Confirmation of registration will be forwarded to par-
ticipants on receipt of the completed online registra-
tion form.

Payment
Prior payment is a condition for participation.

Cancellation policy
For administrative reasons you will be charged €150 
for cancellations received within 15 days before the 
activity begins. There is no charge for qualified substi-
tute participants. EIPA reserves the right to cancel the 
activity up to 2 weeks before the starting date. In that 
case, registration fees received will be fully reimbursed. 
EIPA accepts no responsibility for any costs incurred 
(travel, accommodation, etc.). 

Headquarters Maastricht
European Institute of Public Administration
O.L. Vrouweplein 22
P.O. Box 1229
6201 BE  Maastricht
The Netherlands
Tel. +31 43 32 96 222
E-mail: info@eipa.eu

EIPA Luxembourg
European Centre for Judges and Lawyers
Circuit de la Foire Internationale 2
1347 Luxembourg
Luxembourg
Tel. +352 42 62 301
E-mail: info-lux@eipa.eu

EIPA Barcelona
c/Girona, 20
08010 Barcelona
Spain
Tel. +34 93 245 13 13
E-mail: info-bar@eipa.eu

Course venue
National University of 
Public Service (NUPS)
2 Ludovika tér
1083 Budapest
Hungary
www.en.uni-nke.hu

www.eipa.eu



Who will benefit most?
The workshop will be of particular interest to those 
considering or planning to simplify the use of ESI Funds 
in order to ensure more lasting results. These include 
policy makers, public officials from Managing Authorities 
and other departments, private sector service providers, 
funders and professional advisers in EU Member States, 
candidate countries and beyond.  It should also be of 
interest to academics and to officials in European organi-
sations.

PROGRAMME
 
TUESDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2018

08.30 Registration of participants
 
09.00 Welcome of participants and opening of the 
 conference
 Marco Lopriore, Expert, EIPA Maastricht
 
09.20  Review of the simplified cost options (SCO) the 

European Structural and Investment fund 
 regulations 2014 2020

• Simplification agenda compared to previous pro-
gramming period and the rationale behind SCOs

• Standard scales of unit costs, flat rates and 
 lumpsums
• Cases studies of different Member states
• Updates on the OMNIBUS Regulation
Marco Lopriore, Expert, EIPA Maastricht

10.45 Coffee break
 
11.15 Review of EU best practices on ESI Simplification

• Experiences of simplification from EU Member 
states

• Lessons learned 2007-2013 on using SCOs
• Risks and experiences and considerations for 

MA/IB
• Recommendations from the transnational group

 Luca Santin, ESF thematic expert, Transnational 
platform on simplification

 
12.45 Lunch Break
 
14.00 Workshop on use of SCO in ESI funds
 Problems and solutions to using SCO in various 

areas (developing proper methodologies, 
 choosing among SCO options, targeting ESF or 

ERDF/CF, audit and control)
 Luca Santin, ESF thematic expert, Transnational 

platform on simplification
 
15.30 Coffee break
 
 

15.45 Exercises on SCOs
• Calculating grants for flat-rates using different 

SCO options of the CPR regulation
• Taking revenue generation in account with SCO
• Using the 1720 hours and the pro-rata rule in 

defining hourly rates
• Different cases of irregularities with SCO

 Marco Lopriore
 
17.15 End of first day
 
18.30 Reception
 
WEDNESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2018
 
09.00 Advanced options in SCO

• How to work in Art 14.1 of ESF
• Lessons learned of experiences of EU Member 

States (Sweden and France)
• Key elements of Joint Action Plan (JAP) and SCO 

at EU level
• Audit approach to SCO

 Michael Grosse, European Commission, DG Em-
ployment, Social Affairs and Inclusion Unit E.1 ESF 
Policy and Legislation, Brussels (BE)

 
10.45 Coffee break
 
11.00 Case study: ESI Simplification in Flanders (part 1)
 • Lessons learned 2007-2013

• Management and control systems and simplifi-
cation

• Approach to result-oriented programming and 
to project delivery

 • Flat rates and the 3 P model 
 Louis Vervloet, Director, European Social Fund 

Agency of the Flemish Region, Member of the 
High Level group on simplification, Brussels (BE)

12.30 Exercise on result-oriented standard scales of 
unit cost

 Marco Lopriore
 
13.00 Lunch break
 
14.15 Case study: ESI Simplification in Flanders (part 2)

• Practical examples of lump-sums, flat rates and 
standard scales of unit costs

• Lessons from the High level group on simplifica-
tion

• Advanced options: Art 14.1 of ESF The Flemish 
case

 Louis Vervloet, Director, European Social Fund 
Agency of the Flemish Region, Member of the 
High Level group on simplification, Brussels (BE)

 15.15 Coffee Break
 

 
15.30 Exercise with flat rates complying with state aid 

rules/GBER Regulation
 Synergies between ESIF and other EU funds
 Marco Lopriore
 
16.10 Conclusion & Seminar feedback
 Marco Lopriore
 
 16.30 Close of seminar

DESCRIPTION
From the beginning of the current programming 
period 2014-2020 we see that simplified cost options 
are being taken up by Member States but also that 
more can be done. What are the challenges facing full 
deployment of simplification? Are there still concerns 
of Authorities? What are the next steps to be done to 
go for the more advanced SCO options?

This seminar-workshop will focus on how to simplify 
procedures and reduce the administration burden in 
order to enhance the delivery of long lasting results by 
the ESI Funds in the current programming period. The 
wider and full use of SCO is the way forward. We will 
therefore look into the details of the Simplified Cost 
Options (SCO) available in the programming period 
2014-2020 by considering the following issues:

• How to develop good methodologies for flat-rates, 
lump-sums and standard scales of unit costs?

• Which option is suited for which type of operations?
• Which steps needs to be considered when negotiat-

ing advanced options with the EC?
• How to carry proper management verifications 

when using SCO?
• How can we prevent irregularities in SCO?
• How do we take revenue generation, state aid and 

public procurement into account?

We will take on board the latest changes to the regu-
lations brought about by the OMNIBUS Regulation. A 
senior EC official will describe the advanced options 
of SCO, when they should be used and how to agree 
them with the EC in specific Delegated Acts. A mem-
ber of the High Level Group on simplification will share 
the lessons of the group in proposing further simplifi-
cations for the next programming period 2021-2027.

Furthermore, the seminar will cover best practices in 
different Member States (such as Belgium and Italy) as 
well as from the EC Thematic network on simplification 
in setting up less complex management structures, 
making wider use of public procurement, as well as in 
developing synergies between EU funds such as Hori-
zon 2020 through the Seal of Excellence

How will it help you?
Participants will leave with a clear picture of when and 
where simplifications of ESI might be used to be full 
extent, how to use Simplified Cost Options in different 
ESI supported projects, and how to prevent irregulari-
ties in SCO. Workshops and exercises will used in order 
to help fix ideas and technical procedures. There will 
be ample opportunity for an exchange of experiences 
from different Member States. It will draw together 
experience of a range of sectors and of the European 
institutions.

Description and Programme Programme


